Named for Tennessee’s first governor and
promoted as the finest hotel between Roanoke
and Chattanooga, the John Sevier opened on
August 5,1924. The hotel was planned in three
stages, with a second section completed in
1929. The third section was not built because
of the Great Depression of the 1930s.
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D ubbed Johnson City’s “Million Dollar
Hotel” and managed by the William Foor
Hotel Group, the John Sevier was a prominent
landmark during the Roaring ‘20s, at which
time the city became known as ”Little
Chicago.” The hotel was located near the
Southern Railway Station. Its famous guests
included Eleanor Roosevelt and President
Herbert Hoover. A host of entertainers such

as actors Gabby Hayes and Tyrone Power - B 1 Y L e T
stayed at the John Sevier during its heyday. | ' " < 958 £ 2 he hotel ceased operations in late 1975, and the building was adapted
The John Sevier was one of the most popular % T during 1977 and 1978 to provide apartments for senior citizens. It reopened
hostelries in the Southeast. It offered 225 b 2 .} as the John Sevier Center in 1978. The building survived a tragic Christmas

T S i Eve fire in 1989 in which sixteen persons died of smoke inhalation.
for fine cuisine and courteous service. | :
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The Ballroom was used often for social and business affairs.

Funding for This Project Provided by the State of Tennessee Department of Economic and Community Development Main Street Innovation Grant Program & by The Harris Fund for Washington County
Unless Otherwise Noted, Images Courtesy of Archives of Appalachia, East Tennessee State University & Exhibits Created by SunSyne Graphics, www.sunsyne.com




